MARXIST 
STUDY  THEMES 


INTRODUCTION 

This  second  Marxist  Study  Theme  on  “Social  Democracy  and  the 
Fight  for  Working-Class  Unity”  is  put  forward  as  a  basis  for  classes 
and  discussion  throughout  the  Party  in  the  coming  weeks. 

Those  branches  that  have  not  yet  completed  the  study  of  Marxist 
Study  Theme  No.  1  on  “The  Communist  Party,  Unity  and  the  Fight 
for  Peace”  should  carry  on  with  the  study  of  this  first  theme  until 
they  have  finished  with  it. 

The  division  of  the  second  Theme  into  three  sections  does  not 
mean  that  it  should  be  completed  necessarily  in  three  sessions. 
The  time  taken  over  each  section  will  vary  from  branch  to  branch 
and  it  is  much  more  important  to  have  a  thorough  discussion  than 
to  keep  any  time-table  of  study.  Section  1  on  “Imperialism  and  the 
British  Labour  Movement”  can  be  used  as  the  basis  for  an  intro¬ 
ductory  talk  by  the  tutor,  if  so  desired. 

We  are  proposing  that  all  comrades  should  read  “Lenin  and 
Britain”  (Little  Lenin  Library,  Vol.  26)  during  their  period  of  study 
of  this  Second  Theme. 

Moreover,  additional  material  on  the  roots  of  opportunism  in  the 
British  Labour  Movement,  on  present-day  social-democratic  theory, 
and  on  the  fight  for  unity  and  against  Social  Democracy  will  be 
published  in  World  News  and  Views. 

Jan.  1951 

Central  Education  Department. 


EXPLANATION  OF  TERMS 

(1)  Opportunism 

“Opportunism  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  fundamental  interests  of  the  masses  to 
the  temporary  interests  of  an  insignificant  minority  of  the  workers,  or  in 
other  words  the  alliance  of  a  section  of  the  workers  with  the  bourgeoisie 
against  the  mass  of  the  proletariat.”  (Lenin,  Selected  Works,  Vol.  5,  p.  203, 
or  Little  Lenin  Library,  Vol.  2,  p.  39.) 

“Opportunism  means  sacrificing  fundamental  interests  in  order  to  gain 
temporary  and  partial  advantages.”  (Lenin,  Selected  Works,  Vol.  8, 

p.  281.) 

(2)  Social  Democracy 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  words  Social  Democracy  and  Social 
Democrat  as  used  in  the  classics  of  Marxism-Leninism  do  not 
always  bear  the  same  sense  as  they  do  at  the  present  day'. 

The  first  working-class  parties  in  Europe  to  adopt  Marxism  as 
their  theoretical  basis  were  all  called  Social-Democratic  Parties. 
This  was  the  case  also  with  the  Russian  Social-Democratic  Labour 
Party. 

Within  these  Parties,  however,  there  rapidly  developed  two  ten¬ 
dencies:  on  the  one  hand  those  who  remained  true  to  Marx’s  teach- ^ 
ings:  on  the  other,  those  who  sought  to  “revise”  Marxism  and  so 
opened  the  way  to  various  sorts  of  opportunism.  In  the  Russian 
Party  the  Mensheviks  (“Minority”)  represented  the  opportunist 
trend  and  the  Bolsheviks  (“Majority”)  were  the  true  consistent 
Marxists. 

After  the  collapse  of  the  Second  International  (to  which  the 
Social-Democratic  Parties  were  affiliated)  in  1914,  the  genuine 
Marxists,  who,  in  most  cases  outside  Russia,  were  in  a  minority, 
split  from  the  Social-Democratic  Parties  and  formed  Communist 
Parties,  which  then  came  together  in  the  Communist  International, 
founded  in  1919. 

Thus  Social  Democratic  came  to  mean  the  opportunist  trend  in 
the  Socialist  Parties.  The  Bolsheviks,  in  recognition  of  this  fact, 
officially  changed  the  name  of  their  Party  from  “Russian  Social 
Democratic  Labour  Party”  to  “Communist  Party  (Bolsheviks)”  in 
1918, 

This  explains  why  in  his  earlier  works  Lenin  often  uses  the 
word  “Social  Democrat”  where  we  would  use  “Communist”, 
whereas  in  his  later  works  the  word  “Social  Democrat”  is  always 
used  to  denote  the  opportunist  “Socialists”. 

I  IMPERIALISM  AND  THE  BRITISH  LABOUR  MO VE- 
-  MENT 

•  ;  “.  .  .  why  does  ,  England’s  monopoly  explain  the  (temporary)  victory'  of 
opportunism  in  England?  Because  monopoly  yields  super-profits,  i.e. :  a 
surplus  of  profits  oyer  and  above  the  capitalist  profits  that  ' are  norrnal  and 
customary  ^1  over  the  world.  The  capitalists  can  devote  a  part  (and  nof  a 
small  one  at  that!),  of 'these  jSuper-profits  to  bribe  own  Workers,  to 
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create  something  like  an  alliance  •.  .  .  between  the  workers  of  a  given  nation 
and  their  capitalists  against  the  other  countries.”  (Lenin,  ‘‘Imperialism  and 
the  Split  in  Socialism”,  .Autumn,  1916.  Selected  Works,  Vol.  11,  p.  757.) 


(1)  Britain — Workshop  of  the  World — 1850-1880 

By  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  Britain  had  become  the 
workshop  of  the  world.  It  enjoyed  a  virtual  world  industrial  and 
trading  monopoly.  Britain,  therefore,  before  the  epoch  of  imperi¬ 
alism  proper,  had  already  developed  two  of  thet  characteristics  of 
imperialism: 

i.  Vast  colonial  possessions. 

ii.  Monopoly  (super)  profits  due  to  Britain’s  monopoly 
position  in  the  world  market. 

These  super-profits  provided  the  means  by  which  the  British 
capitalists  could  bring  into  alliance  an  upper  section  of  the  British 
workers— often  called  the  aristocracy  of  Labour.  This  section, 
above  all  the  skilled  craft  workers,  sharing  in  the  super-profits, 
began  to  feel  that  it  had  a  common  interest  with  its  own  capitalists 
in  preserving  Britain’s  monopoly  position.  The  craft  trade  union¬ 
ists,  organised  in  the  New  Model  Unions  (like  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Engineers)  followed  the  left  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  in 
politics  (Liberals  and  Radicals),  winning  considerable  political  and 
trade  union  rights  and  organising  through  their  unions  to  fight  for  a 
“fair  price”  for  their  labour. 

In  this  period  the  British  working  class  made  great  strides  in 
trade  union  organisation,  but  politically  more  and  more  came 
to  accept  capitalism,  and  to  work  for  economic  reforms  within  the 
capitalist  system. 

Marx  and  Engels,  living  in  Britain,  were  able  personally  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  transformation  of  British  working  class  outlook  in  this 
period  and  made  frequent  comments  on  it  in  their  correspondence: 

“You  ask  me  what  the  English  workers  think  about  colonial  policy.  Well, 
exactly  the  same  as  they  think  about  politics  in  general ;  the  same  as  what 
the  bourgeois  think.  There  is  no  worker’s  party  here,  there  are  only 
Conservatives  and  Liberal-Radicals,  and  the  workers  gaily  share  the  feast  of 
England’s  monopoly  of  the  world  market  and  the  colonies.”  (Engels’  Letter 
to  Kautsky  of  September  12,  1882,  ibid,  p.  399.) 

This  new  attitude  of  the  workers,  this  temporary  victory  of 
opportunism  is  well  illustrated  in  the  writings  of  the  leaders  of  the 
New  Model  Unions  (See  Labour’s  Formative  Years,  1849-79,  Vol. 
II,  in  the  series  History  in  the  Making,  pp.  29-49). 


(2)  Imperialism  and  British  Social  Democracy  1880-1918 

But  Britain’s  monopoly  in  the  world  market  could  not  persist 
indefinitely.  Rivals — above  all  the  U.S.A.  and  Germany — were 
developing  and  challenging  Britain’s  monopoly  position.  This  was 
bound  to  have  repercussions  on  the  British  working  class — it  laid 
the  basis  for  the  return  of  Socialism  to  Britain. 
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Engels  clearly  understood  this  process; 

“The  truth  is  this :  during  the  period  of  England’s  industrial  monopoly  the 
English  working  class  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  shared  in  the  benelits  of  the 
monopoly.  The  benefits  were  very  unequally  parcelled  out  amongst  them ; 
the  privileged  minority  pocketed  most,  but  even  the  great  mass  had,  at  least 
a  temporal^  share  now  and  then.  And  that  is  the  reason  why,  since  the 
dying  out  of  Owenism,  there  has  been  no  Socialism  in  England.  With  the 
breakdown  of  that  monopoly,  the  English  working  class  will  lose  that 
privileged  position;  it  will  find  itself  generally — the  privileged  and  leading 
minority  not  excepted — on  a  level  with  its  fellow  workers  abroad.  And  that 
is  the  reason  why  there  will  be  Socialism  again  in  England.”  (Preface  to 
Conditions  of  the  Working  Class  in  England,  January  11,  1892 — Marx-Engels 
Selected  Works,  1950  edition,  Vol.  II,  p.  578.) 

The  last  two-three  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century  were 
marked  by  the  transition  to  the  new  imperialist  epoch. 

Monopoly  is  enjoyed  henceforth  by  the  finance  capital  not  of 
one  (Britain)  but  of  several  Great  Powers. 

“Formerly  the  working  class  of  one  country  could  be  bribed  and  corrupted 
for  decades.  Now  this  is  improbable  if  not  impossible.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  every  imperialist  ‘Great’  Power  can  and  does  bribe  smaller  (compared 
with  1848-69  in  England)  strata  of  the  ‘Labour  aristocracy’.”  (Lenin; 
“Imperialism  and  the  Split  in  Socialism”,  Autumn,  1916,  Selected  Works, 
Vol.  11,  page  758.) 

But  with  the  threat  to  Britain’s  monopoly  position  in  world 
trade,  there  was  a  rebirth  of  Socialism  in  Britain  in  the  1880s. 
The  development  of  two  trends  in  the  movement — a  Left  militant 
and  a  Right  opportunist— became  more  clearly  defined.  But  oppor¬ 
tunism  remained  a  great  influence  on  the  British  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  Why? 

Firstly,  because  it  was  a  period  of  rapid  colonial  expansion,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Africa.  By  1914,  the  size  of  the  British-dependent 
Empire  was  5.6  million  square  miles,  of  which  3.7  million  were 
annexed  after  1884. 

And  secondly,  because  this  was  a  period  of  tremendous  export 
of  capital.  Britain  was  changing  from  a  monopoly  producer  of 
goods  to  a  country  exporting  capital  to  its  overseas  possessions. 
From  these  capital  exports  came  the  new  super-profits  through 
which  British  imperialism  could  still  buy  off  an  upper  stratum  of 
the  working  class. 

(3)  Crisis  of  Empire — Crisis  of  Social  Democracy 

With  the  First  World  War  of  1914  and  above  all  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917,  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism  began.  The 
removal  of  a  great  area  of  the  world  from  imperialist  exploitation, 
the  ever-growing  national  liberation  struggles  of  the  colonial 
peoples  of  the  British  Empire,  the  rapid  growth  of  American  im¬ 
perialism  and  its  increasing  pressure  on  its  chief  imperialist  rival 
— Britain,  have  led  to  a  deepening  crisis  of  British  imperialism. 

The  British  imperialists  strive  to  increase  the  exploitation  of 
these  colonial  and  dependent  territories  that  still  remain  open  to 
them,  but  more  and  more,  the  old  positions  of  British  imperiahsm 
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have  been  undermined.  Their  capacity  to  buy  off  a  stratum  of  the 
working  class  with  bribery  and  concessions  becomes  progres¬ 
sively  weakened.  The  right-wing  leaders  leap  to  the  defence  of 
imperialism  in  order  to  preserve  the  basis  of  their  own  existence. 
Hence  the  imperialist  policy  of  the  Labour  Government  today. 
Since  the  Labour  Government  took  office,  a  certain  new  basis  for 
opportunism  has  been  provided  by  {a)  Boards  of  nationalised  in¬ 
dustries  and  other  official  jobs;  {b)  the  American  loan  and 
“Marshall  Aid”,  which  have  partially  offset  the  declinging  super¬ 
profits  from  the  colonies;  therefore  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders 
are  the  most  abject  quislings  to  America.  But  the  ideas  of  Social 
Democracy,  which  have  grown  up  in  decades  of  British  capitalist 
development,  do  not  melt  away,  disappear,  by  themselves  spon¬ 
taneously  or  automatically.  They  have  to  be  driven  out  by  the 
experience  of  the  workers  themselves  in  struggle  against  capitalism 
and  by  long,  patient  and  persevering  ideological  explanation. 

To  lead  this  struggle  for  the  defeat  of  reformism,  of  Social  Demo¬ 
cracy,  is  the  task  of  the  Communist  Party,  and  today,  when  the 
material  basis  for  Social  Democracy  is  so  deeply  undermined,  is 
the  historic  opportunity  for  developing  this  struggle. 

In  the  history  of  the  British  Labour  Movement  opportunism,  as 
Lenin  pointed  out  in  Left-Wing  Communism,  gives  birth  to 
sectarianism.  The  revolutionary  and  Marxist  groupings  in  the 
eighteen-eighties  (Social-Democratic  Federation,  etc.),  in  fighting 
against  the  opportunism  that  influenced  the  masses  of  the  workers, 
tended  to  isolate  themselves  from  the  movement  and  organisations 
of  the  masses. 

The  Communist  Party,  working  for  the  union  of  Socialism  and 
the  mass  movement,  has  to  keep  its  roots  in  the  mass  movement, 
to  help  and  to  lead  the  workers  in  all  their  immediate  partial 
struggles  against  capitalism,  so  that  through  their  own  experience 
the  workers  come  towards  an  understanding  of  the  treachery  of  the 
right-wing  Labour  leaders,  the  falsehood  of  reformist  teachings, 
the  need  for  united  struggle  against  capitalism  and  for  Socialism. 

Questions  for  Discussion 

1.  What  is  the  connection  between  imperialism  and  the  growth  of  Social  Demo¬ 
cracy  in  the  British  Labour  movement? 

2.  Why  has  Social  Democracy  maintained  so  strong  an  influence  on  the  Biitish 
working  class,  despite  the  weakening  of  British  imperialism? 

For  Further  Study 

Engels;  Preface  to  Condition  of  the  Working  Class  in  England  in  1844, 
Selected  Works  of  Marx  and  Engels,  1950  edition,  Vol.  II. 

Lenin  and  Britain  (Little  Lenin  Library,  Vol.  26). 

Lenin:  Imperialism  and  the  Split  in  Socialism  (printed  in  part  in  Lenin 
and  Britain)  Selected  Works,  Vol.  11,  pp.  748-763. 

R.  P.  Dutt ;  Britain’s  Crisis  of  Empire,  Chapters  I  to  VI,  and  XIV. 

History  in  the  Making  (Lawrence  and  Wishart) : 

Vol.  II — Labour’s  Formative  Years,  1849-1879. 

Vol.  Ill — Labour’s  Turning  Point,  1880-1900. 
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II  THE  THEORIES  OF  SOCIAL  DEMOCRACY 


“What  is  the  so-called  theoretical  basis  of  Social  Democracy?  It  is  a 
doctrine  which  claims  that  the  economic  differences  between  the  classes  are 
declining,  that  the  class  struggle  is  a  thing  of  the  past  and  it  is  “democracy” 
which  is  now  important ;  that  the  State  and  all  its  organs  represent  a  neutral 
force  whicli  is  above  ‘classes'  and  at  the  ‘legal’  service  of  whatever  goverr- 
ment  has  been  elected  through  the  ordinary  processes  of  Parliamentary 
democracy  .  .  .  and  that  we  shall  proceed  gradually  towards  Socialism 
within  the  framework  of  capitalism;  adding  little  bits  of  Socialism  until  one 
day  we  wake  to  find  ourselves  in  a  socialist  Britain,”  (Harry  Pollitt : 
Communism  and  Labour,  February  1949,  p.  8.) 

(1)  Is  There  a  Social-Democratic  Theory? 

The  right-wing  Labour  leaders  in  Britain  sometimes  boast  that 
they  are  “practical”  men,  that  they  are  not  interested  in  “high- 
faluting  theories”,  that  they  solve  problems  as  they  come,  unlike 
the  “rigid  continental  doctrinaire  socialists”.  Lenin  had  noted 
this: 

“The  English  (Labour  leaders)  pride  themselves  on  their  ‘practicalness’  and 
their  dislike  for  general  principle.”  (Lenin:  Liberal-Labour  Politics,  1912, 
printed  in  Lenin  and  Britain,  p.  29.) 

But  this  boasting  of  absence  of  theory,  or  contempt  for  theory, 
merely  disguises  the  fact  that  Social  Democracy,  whatever  form  it 
takes,  in  its  more  Right  or  “Left”  varieties,  is  a  form  of  the  theory 
of  the  ruling  class. 

”...  there  can  be  no  talk  of  an  independent  ideology  being  developed  by 
the  masses  of  the  workers  in  the  process  of  their  movement ;  the  only  choice 
is:  either  bourgeois  or  socialist  ideology.  There  is  no  middle  course  (for 
humanity  has  not  created  a  ‘third’  ideology,  and,  moreover,  in  a  society  torn 
by  class  antagonisms  there  can  never  be  a  non-class  or  above-class  ideology). 
Hence,  to  belittle  socialist  ideology  in  any  way,  to  deviate  from  it  in  the 
slightest  degree  means  strengthening  bourgeois  ideology.”  (Lenin :  What  is 
to  be  Done?  Chapter  11,  Section  B — 1901-02.) 


(2)  The  Essence  of  Social-Democratic  Theory 

(a)  Evolution  Within  Capitalism 

The  British  reformist  socialists  from  the  early  days  of  the  Fabian 
Society,  through  Ramsay  MacDonald  right  up  till  today,  have  taught 
that  the  working  class  would  advance  to  “Socialism”  gradually  and 
peacefully  within  the  framework  of  existing  capitalist  society. 

“The  process  of  organic  nutrition  is  paralleled  in  the  process  of  social 
nutrition.  Individuals  formulate  ideas,  society  gradually  assimilates  them,  and 
gradually  the  assimilation  shows  its  effect  on  the  social  structure.”  (Ramsay 
MacDonald,  Preface  to  Socialism  and  Society,  July  1905.) 

“By  a  series  of  small  but  sharp  reactions  against  conditions  that  ordinary 
people  plainly  dislike,  the  course  of  history  and  the  form  of  society  is  slowly 
moulded  more  nearly  to  their  heart’s  desire.”  (Durbin  :  Politics  of  Demo¬ 
cratic  Socialism,  1940.) 

(b)  The  State  Neutral  and  above  Classes 

The  Social  Democrats  teach  that  the  State  is  neutral,  is  above 
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classes,  that  it  is  just  an  apparatus  that  will  obediently  serve  which¬ 
ever  party  is  elected  to  office. 

The  Fabian  Society  “set  itself  not  to  smash  the  capitalist  state,  but  to  turn 
it,  in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  the  times,  into  the  state  of  Socialism.  .  .  . 
It  set  out  rather  to  use  than  to  destroy  things  as  they  were”.  (G.  D.  H. 
Cole  in  History  of  the  British  Working  Class  Movement.) 

“Again  the  British  people  have  a  view  of  the  state  which  is  very  different 
from  that  held  in  some  parts  of  Europe.  .  .  .  Our  state  ...  is  simply  an 
expression  of  ourselves  as  a  group  of  human  beings  trying  to  do  things 
together  in  a  fair  and  orderly  manner.”  (Herbert  Morrison,  Talk  to  Civil 
Servants,  1.6.47.) 


(c)  Class  Struggle  Denied 

Some  of  the  Social  Democrats  pay  lip-service  to  the  class  struggle 
but  reject  it  in  practice.  Others  deny  it  altogether.  None  of  the 
Social  Democrats  accept  the  need  for  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro¬ 
letariat.  Today  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders  have  come  more  and 
more  to  the  open  denial  of  class  struggle,  and  even  to  the  denial 
of  the  existence  of  classes: 

“Observe  our  Western  European  nations  today  with  a  fresh  eye.  There  is 
no  longer  a  bourgeoisie  in  the  sense  that  Marx  described  it — or,  rather,  there 
is  only  a  vestigial  group  to  remind  us  of  its  former  dominance.  There  is  no 
more  proletariat  in  the  Marxist  sense — or,  rather,  there  is  only  a  remnant  to 
remind  us  of  past  miseries.  .  .  .”  (R.  H.  S.  Crossman :  How  Far  is  Class 

War  a  Myth?  (Listener,  12.8.48.)  See  also  the  last  two  election  programmes 
of  the  Labour  Party ;  Labour  Believes  in  Britain  and  Labour  and  the  New 
Society.) 


(d)  Foreign  and  Colonial  Policy  » 

The  Social-Democrat  theoreticians  teach  that  foreign  policy  is 
not  a  question  of  class  policy  but  something  that  is  above  classes, 
that  is  “national”.  They  therefore  preach  and  practice  “continuity” 
in  foreign  policy,  i.e.  continuation  by  a  Labour  Government  of 
Tory  foreign  policy. 

From  the  very  beginning,  in  an  open  or  a  more  concealed  fashion, 
they  justify  imperialism  and  colonial  exploitation.  Robert  Blatch- 
ford  in  his  Merrie  England  ignored  the  question  of  the  colonies. 
I.L.P.  leaders  who  sometimes  had  a  militant  attitude  on  home  affairs 
all  tended  to  ignore  the  issue  of  the  Empire. 

(e)  Reforms 

The  Social  Democrats  see  reforms  as  an  end  in  themselves,  not 
as  a  part  of  the  struggle  for  the  ending  of  capitalism : 

“To  a  reformist,  reforms  are  everything,  while  revolutionary  work  is 
something  incidental,  something  just  to  talk  about,  mere  eyewish.  That  is 
why,  with  reformist  tactics  under  the  bourgeois  regime,  reforms  are  inevitably 
transformed  into  an  instrument  for  strengthening  that  regime,  an  instrument 
for  disintegrating  the  revolution. 

“To  a  revolutionary,  on  the  contrary,  the  main  thing  is  revolutionary  work 
and  not  reforms ;  to  him  reforms  are  by-products  of  the  revolution.  That  is 
why,  with  revolutionary  tactics  under  the  bourgeois  regime,  reforms  are 
naturally  transformed  into  instruments  for  disintegrating  this  regime,  into 
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instruments  for  stfengthening  the  revolution,  into  a  base  for  the  further 
development  of  the  revolutionary  movement.”  (Stalin:  Foundations  of 
Leninism,  Chapter  VII,  Section  6.) 


(3)  Crisis  of  Social  Democracy 

The  Social  Democrats,  as  we  have  seen,  identify  their  interests 
with  those  of  the  capitalist  class.  Therefore,  they  are  concerned  at 
all  times  with  the  defence  of  capitalism.  Concessions,  won  by  the 
mass  struggle  of  the  workers,  are  used  by  them  to  foster  illusions 
about  capitalism  among  the  working  class. 

But  as  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism  deepens,  the  Social 
Democrats  seek  to  hold  back  the  workers  from  fighting  to  improve 
or  defend  their  standards.  Not  they  but  the  Communist  Party  leads 
the  fight  for  defence  and  improvement  of  standards  at  the  expense 
of  the  monopoly  capitalists. 

The  right-wing  Labour  leaders  come  out  even  more  openly  as  the 
defenders  of  the  decaying  imperialist  system  and  as  the  opponents 
of  the  new  socialist  world. 

(a)  They  Defend  American  Imperialism 
They  come  out  as  the  open  defenders  of  the  greatest  and  most 
reactionary  imperialist  country  in  the  world — American  imperialism 
— and  of  its  policy  of  aggressive  war  in  the  Far  East  and  against  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  the  People’s  Democracies.  They  renounce  national 
sovereignty  and  accept  the  subordination  of  Britain  to  U.S.  im¬ 
perialism: 

“Under  Truman's  Fair  Deal,  the  United  States  is  probably  the  most 
progressive  State  in  the  world  today  outside  the  Commonwealth  and 
Scandinavia.  .  .  .  Following  a  temporary  setback’  after  Roosevelt’s  death, 
the  post-war  trend  in  America  has  been  consistently  to  the  Left.  .  .  . 
Truman’s  foreign  policy  has  been  enlightened  and  progressive.  The  Marshall 
Plan  and  the  Point-Four  Programme  are  practical  Socialism  on  an  inter¬ 
national  scale.”  {Labour  Party  Handbook,  1951,  pp.  386-387.) 

{b)  They  Openly  or  Indirectly  call  for  the  Continuation  of  the  Im¬ 
perialist  Exploitation  of  the  Colonial  People 
(See  R.  P.  Dutt’s  Britain’s  Crisis  of  Empire,  Chapters  14,  15.) 

(c)  They  Reject  Even  the  “Aim”  of  Socialism 
The  successive  Labour  Party  programmes  more  and  more  openly 
omit  even  the  general  expression  of  the  “aim"  of  Socialism. 
Socialism  is  redefined  as  a  moral  and  not  an  economic  concept. 
The  “mixed  economy”,  which  is  to  consist  of  80  per  cent  private 
capitalism  and  20  per  cent  state  capitalism,  is  more  and  more 
openly  proclaimed  as  the  Social-Democratic  aim. 

The  Labour  Party  Constitution,  adopted  in  1918,  with  all  its 
weaknesses  and  reformist  expressions,  at  least  set  out  the  aim  of 
the  Labour  Party  in  terms  corresponding  to  the  elementary  socialist 
aspirations  of  the  workers,  declaring  the  Party’s  object  to  be : 

“To  secure  for  the  workers  by  hand  or  by  brain  the  full  fruits  of  their 
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industry,  and  the  most  equitable  distribution  thereof  that  may  be  possible, 
upon  the  basis  of  the  common  ownership  of  the  means  of  production,  dis¬ 
tribution  and  exchange.” 

Mr.  Morrison  now  puts  forward  what  he  calls  “a  new  and  more 
comprehensive”  definition  of  Socialism: 

“Socialism  means  the  assertion  of  social  responsibility  for  matters  which 
are  properly  of  social  concern.”  (Speech  at  Perth,  June  8,  1950.) 

All  mention  of  the  working  class  is  now  omitted,,  the  workers 
are  not  even  to  be  promised  the  “full  fruits  of  their  labour”,  the 
conception  of  “the  common  ownership  of  the  means  of  production, 
distribution  and  exchange”  has  made  way  for  the  “mixed 
economy”. 

{d)  They  Openly  Use  the  Capitalist  State  Machinery  Against  the 
Working  Class 

Today  it  is  no  longer  a  question  of  proclaiming  the  neutrality  of 
the  State,  but  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders  openly  use  the  capitalist 
state  machinery  against  the  working  class,  against  the  trade  unions. 
(Use  of  troops  against  the  dockers’  strikes.  Order  1305,  etc.) 

(e)  They  Openly  Call  for  Class  Co-operation  and  Reject  even  the 
Immediate  Partial  Struggles  on  Economic  Issues  Within  the 
Framework  of  Capitalism 

They  preach  the  “new  function  of  the  trade  unions”  to  co-operate 
with  the  capitalist  state;  they  call  for  increased  (capitalist)  efficiency 
and  production;  they  justify  capitalist  profits;  they  support  the 
wage-freeze. 

loday  the  crisis  in  British  imperialism  has  its  reflection  in  the 
crisis  of  Social  Democracy,  with  the  more  and  more  open  support 
given  by  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders  to  the  open  war  plans  of 
American  imperialism,  the  attacks  on  the  colonial  peoples,  and 
on  the  living  conditions  and  democratic  rights  of  the  British  work¬ 
ing  class  and  working  people. 

(4)  Concfusion 

Correctly  to  estimate  Social  Democracy  it  is  necessary  to  see  that 
it  is  not  a  question  of  the  individual  betrayal  by  this  or  that  “leader” 
but  that  Social-Democratic  theory  must  inevitably  lead  in  practice 
to  the  betrayal  of  the  working  class. 

Correctly  to  combat  Social  Democracy  in  the  British  Labour 
Movement,  it  is  necessary  to  see  that,  whilst  an  unceasing  struggle 
must  be  carried  out  against  the  policy  of  Social  Democracy  and 
against  the  Social-Democratic  leaders,  an  unceasing,  patient, 
persevering,  comradely  effort  is  needed  to  win  over,  through  discus¬ 
sion,  argument  and  united  action,  the  masses  of  the  workers  and 
their  allies  who  are  still  under  the  influence  of  Social  Democracy. 

Questions  for  Discussion 

1.  What  is  the  Social-Democratic  theory  of  the  State?  How  has  this  theory 
been  put  into  practice  by  the  Third  and  Fourth  Labour  Governments? 
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2.  How  is  ihc  theory  of  Social  Demcx^racy  shown  in  the  Labour  Party’s 
Programme,  Labour  and  the  New  Society'} 

For  Further  Study 

Lenin :  Left-Wing  Connnunisin. 

Lenin  and  Britain  (Little  Lenin  Library,  Vol.  26). 

Harry  Pollitt :  Coniniunisni  and  Labour. 

For  Critical  Study 

Report  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Conference  of  the  Labour  Party  (Margate 
1950). 

Report  of  the  Eighty-Second  Congress  of  the  T.U.C.  (Brighton  1950). 
Labour  and  the  New  Society  (Transport  House  1950). 

Morgan  Phillips:  Our  Socialism  (Introduction  to  the  Labour  Party  Hand¬ 
book  1951). 

Ill  THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  SOCIAL  DEMOCRACY  AND 
FOR  WORKING-CLASS  UNITY 

(1)  Introduction 

The  study  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  Social  Democracy  shows 
that  it  is  not  some  well-meaning  but  misguided  trend  within  the 
working-class  movement  but  in  fact  the  direct  means  by  which 
capitalist  ideas  and  influence  are  maintained  within  the  working 
class,  the  main  agency  by  which  the  workers  are  held  back  from 
active  struggle  against  capitalism. 

Therefore,  it  is  not  possible  successfully  to  develop  the  fight 
against  capitalism,  it  is  not  possible  to  achieve  working-clasps  unity 
for  this  fight,  without  defeating  the  influence  of  Social  Democracy 
in  the  British  Labour  Movement.  The  fight  against  Social  Demo¬ 
cracy  is  an  essential  part  of  the  fight  for  working-class  unity,  the 
fight  for  peace  and  for  Socialism. 

(2)  How  Do  We  Fight  Against  Social  Democracy? 

What  is  the  purpose  of  the  struggle  against  Social  Democracy? 
It  is  to  win  the  working  class  for  struggle  against  its  main  enemy, 
the  capitalist  class,  and  for  the  ending  of  capitalism. 

“.  .  .  it  is  impossible  to  fight  against  capital  successfully  without  resisting 
the  scabs  who  are  protecting  the  interests  of  capital.  But  the  exposure  of 
these  elements  is  not  an  end  in  itself ;  it  is  subordinate  to  the  principal  aim 
of  the  united  front,  viz:  to  mobilise  the  masses  of  the  workers  for  the 
struggle  against  capital”.  (Manuilsky:  On  the  Work  of  the  Seventh  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  C.I.,  1935.) 

How  is  this  exposure  of  Social  Democracy  to  be  carried  out? 
How  can  the  millions  of  sincere  and  honest  workers,  now  influenced 
by  Social  Democracy,  be  won  away  from  it? 

Along  two  main  paths. 

(a)  The  Path  of  United  Action 

How  do  workers  learn?  In  the  first  place  through  their  experi¬ 
ence  in  struggle  against  capitalism^  What  must  be  done  to  bring 
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the  mass  of  workers  and  working  people  to  support  the  policy  of 
the  Communist  Party? 

“In  order  that  actually  the  whole  class,  that  actually  the  broad  masses  of 
toilers  and  those  oppressed  by  capital  may  take  up  such  a  position,  propa¬ 
ganda  and  agitation  alone  are  not  sufficient.  For  this  the  masses  must  have 
their  own  political  experience.”  (Lenin:  Left-Wing  Communism.) 

All  workers  and  all  working  people  suffer  from  the  oppression 
of  capitalism,  but  they  do  not  all  suffer  in  the  same  way.  They 
rebel  in  the  first  place  against  this  or  that  aspect  of  capitahst 
oppression  before  they  become  clearly  conscious  of  the  nature  of 
the  system  that  is  oppressing  them  and  the  need  to  end  it. 

It  is  the  task  therefore  of  the  most  clear-sighted  and  class¬ 
conscious  workers,  the  Communists,  to  understand  from  the 
workers  on  what  issues  they  are  ready  to  fight  now  against 
capitalism,  to  unite  with  them  and  to  help  them  effectively  to 
struggle  on  these  issues.  Sometimes  these  immediate  issues  may 
seem  small  and  relatively  unimportant.  Sometimes  they  are  partial 
and  local  issues,  sometimes  they  are  broad,  national  issues  affecting 
a  whole  industry,  or  the  class  as  a  whole.  But  it  is  through  united 
action  on  these  issues,  starting  where^the  workers  themselves  start, 
that  they  can  be  led  into  the  struggle  ’against  capitalism  from  lower 
and  less  important  issues  to  higher  and  more  general  issues.  The 
issues  on  which  united  action  is  possible  may  be  on  a  high  pohtical 
level — ^for  example,  the  widespread  protest  when  Truman’s  state¬ 
ment  on  the  atom  bomb  was  made.  We  must  not  make  the 
mistake  of  thinking  that  the  issues  for  united  action  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  economic. 

Communists  have  to  beware  of  trying  to  tell  the  workers  what 
their  demands  should  be  instead  of  learning  from  the  workers  on 
what  issues  they  are  ready  and  anxious  to  fight. 

“We  must  not  regard  what  is  obsolete  for  us  as  being  obsolete  for  the 
class,  as  being  obsolete  for  the  masses.”  (Lenin :  Left-Wing  Communism.) 

The  role  of  the  Communists,  therefore,  is  to  lead  the  workers  in 
all  these  actions,  explaining  to  them,  in  the  course  of  the  struggles, 
the  political  reasons  which  have  made  these  struggles  necessary,  so 
that  in  the  course  of  struggle  an  ever  higher  level  of  political  under¬ 
standing  is  achieved. 

(b)  Propaganda  and  Education 

The  experience  of  struggle  helps  the  workers  to  understand,  in 
practice,  the  need  for  unity,  and  shows  them,  in  practice,  the 
treachery  of  their  right-wing  leaders. 

But  experience  in  daffy  struggle  is,  by  itself,  not  enough.  No 
amount  of  action  and  struggle  will,  by  itself,  impart  a  socialist 
consciousness  to  the  working  class.  '  There  are  innumerable 
examples  of  this  fact  in  the  history  of  the  British  Labour  Move¬ 
ment.  The  Communist  Party,  therefore: 

“Does  not  soothe  itself  by  arguments  about  the  economic  struggle  bring¬ 
ing  the  workers  up  against  their  own  lack  of  rights  and  about  concrete 
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conditions  fatalistically  impelling  the  Labour  Movement  on  to  the  path  of 
revolution.”  (Lenin  :  What  is  to  be  Done?) 

The  Communist  Party,  therefore,  must  continuously  fight  to 
educate  the  working  class  in  a  working-class,  Marxist-Leninist  out¬ 
look. 

This  means: 

(i)  Consistent  exposure  of  the  false  theories  of  Social  Demo¬ 
cracy,  and, 

(ii)  Continuous  effort  to  educate  the  workers  in  the  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Marxism-Leninism. 

Education  in  Marxism,  constant  political  explanation,  is  not 
something  separated  from  united  action,  either  in  time  or  in  place. 
Indeed,  it  is  precisely  in  the  course  of  developing  mass  action  that 
the  exposure  of  Social-Democratic  ideology,  and  the  implanting 
of  a  real  socialist  consciousness,  can  most  effectively  be  carried  out. 

(3)  Problems  of  Building  Unity 

(a)  On  What  Issues  Can  We  Build  Unity? 

The  principal  issue  around  which  unity  can  and  must  be  built 
is  the  fight  for  peace,  both  in  general  and  on  particular  aspects 
such  as  the  use  of  the  atom  bomb,  the  threat  of  war  with  China, 
German  rearmament. 

It  is  this  issue  which  immediately  affects  the  lives  and  interests 
of  all  workers  and  of  other  sections  of  the  people,  professional 
workers,  intellectuals,  etc.  Into  the  fight  for  peace  it  is  possible 
to  win  all  but  the  tiny  group  of  warmongers.  In  the  course  of 
the  fight  for  peace,  the  unity  of  the  masses  of  the  people  can  be 
built  around  the  working  class,  and  at  the  same  time,  working- 
class  unity  can  be  strengthened.  The  issue  of  peace  or  war  is  the 
issue  upon  which  monopoly  capitalism  stakes  its  future  and  its 
existence. 

“We  will  not  fulfil  our  responsibilities  unless  we  understand  that  every 
single  issue  we  have  to  face  today — wages,  equal  pay  for  equal  work,  houses, 
schools,  hospitals,  health  centres,  democratic  rights  and  national  indepyendence 
— are  bound  up  with  the  fight  for  peace.”  (Pollitt:  Peace  Depends  on  the 
People.) 


(b)  Unity  and  Criticism 

The  development  of  united  action  with  the  Labour  workers  does 
not  and  must  not  mean  that  we  stop  criticising  the  right-wing 
Labour  leaders  and  their  policy.  It  is  precisely  in  the  course  of 
such  action  that  many  problems  arise  on  which  there  is  not  yet 
agreement  but  on  which  a  fraternal  discussion  is  possible.  The 
development  of  unity  on  specific  issues,  economic  or  political,  does 
not  mean  that  the  Communists  renounce  their  own  policy  and 
aims,  nor  that  they  cease  public  and  independent  propaganda  for 
this  policy.  If  united  action  is  to  be  won  on  more  advanced  issues, 
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continuous  fraternS  ex^nanon  ~or  Tjommmugc 

continuous  efforts  to  win  the  Labour  workers  more  and  more  to 

understand  and  support  that  policy. 


(c)  The  Independent  Campaigns  of  the  Communist  Party 
Vital  issues  of  home  or  international  affairs  will  continually  arise 
on  which  the  Party,  at  a  given  stage,  can  .only  win  a  minority  of 
the  workers  for  its  pohcy.  For  instance,  in  the  general  fight  for 
peace,  many  workers  and  middle-class  people,  who  accept  the  main 
arguments  for  the  prohibition  of  the  atom  bomb,  are  not 
yet  clear  on  the  nature  of  the  reactionary  British  aggression  in 
Malaya.  But  the  Communist  Party,  which  plays  a  leading  role 
in  developing  the  broadest  possible  movement  for  peace  in  Britain, 
will,  at  the  same  time,  carry  out  a  campaign  for  the  withdrawal  of 
British  troops  from  Malaya.  In  the  course  of  developing  action 
on  the  broader  and  more  widely  understood  issues  of  peace,  more 
and  more  workers  will  come  to  understand  the  need  to  fight  against 
the  war  in  Malaya. 


{d)  Leaders  and  the  Masses 

The  development  of  unity  in  action  will  bring  the  members  of 
the  Communist  Party  more  and  more  into  contact  and  fraternal 
co-operation  with  local  leaders  of  the  Labour  Party  and  other 
sections  of  the  Labour  Movement.  It  is  important  to  remember 
that  the  attitude  of  Leftward-moving  local  leaders  will  always 
depend,  in  the  last  analysis,  on  the  outlook,  militancy  and  degree 
of  mobilisation  of  the  masses.  The  development  of  such  fraternal 
co-operation  with  leading  Labour  representatives  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  but  {a)  it  is  important  not  to  waste  time  trying  to  get  an 
estimate  of  the  motives,  “degree  of  sincerity”  of  such  leaders,  and 
hence  looking  for  some  special  tactic  that  would  win  them,  and 
(Z>)  we  must  remember  that  it  is  our  joint  action  and  co-operation 
with  the  masses  whom  they  represent  which  is  the  determining 
factor.  Unity  of  action  must  be  developed  from  below;  it  can  be 
developed  from  below  and  above,  but  never  from  above  only. 

(e)  The  Fight  Against  Toryism 

The  Communist  Party  seeks  to  develop  the  widest  unity  against 
the  Tories  and  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  Tories  to  office.  It  is 
precisely  amongst  workers  and  their  allies,  who  have  rejected 
Toryism,  that  Social  Democracy  is  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
capitalist  class.  The  right-wing  Labour  leaders  and  their  doctrines 
weaken  the  struggle  against  Toryism,  divide  the  anti-Tory  front  by 
disillusioning  the  workers  with  their  phony  “Socialism”,  and  con¬ 
tinually  tend  to  push  sections  of  Labour  supporters  backwards  to 
support  for  Toryism.  Therefore  it  is  an  opportunist  mistake  to 
try  to  combat  the  Tories  without  carrying  out  a  simultaneous  and 
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persistent  struggle  against  Social  Democracy  and  the  right-wing 
Labour  leaders. 

“We  fight  to  prevent  a  Tory  victoi-y,  not  because  there  is  any  fundamental 
difference  between  the  Tory  and  Labour  leaders,  but  because  our  main  task 
is  to  lead  into  action  those  millions  of  workers  who  desire  the  defeat  of  the 
Tories,  and  whom  we  have  to  win  for  the  united  struggle  for  a  new  policy 
which  can  save  peace  and  raise  their  living  standards.”  (Pollitt :  Fight  for  ■ 
Peace  and  Working-Class  Unity,  July  1950.) 


(/)  Danger  of  Sectarianism 

Finally,  the  greatest  danger  is  not  to  make  a  clear  distinction 
between  the  right-wing  Labour  leaders  and  the  false  doctrines  that 
they  preach  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  masses  of  honest  working 
people  still  under  the  influence  of  Social  Democracy  on  the 
other.  The  increased  struggle  against  Social  Democracy,  which  the 
present  situation  necessitates,  equally  necessitates  an  increased 
effort  to  win  contact,  fraternal  personal  relations  and  united  action 
with  men  and  women  in  the  Labour  Party,  trade  unions  and 
co-operatives.  There  is  no  contradiction  in  these  two  tasks.  Com¬ 
munists  know  that -the  differentiation  within  the  Labour  Party  will 
grow,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  masses  against  their  right-wing 
leaders  and  their  policy  will  intensify.  They  work  in  every  way 
to  aid  and  to  speed  up  this  differentiation,  to  help  the  membership 
of  the  Labour  Party  to  understand  that  their  right-wing  leaders  are 
following  a  path  of  catastrophe,  to  understand  that  united  action 
with  the  Communists  is  necessary  in  the  fight  for  peace,  inde¬ 
pendence,  democracy  and  living  standards.  To  fail  to  make  this 
distinction  is  sectarianism,  and  dooms  all  our  efforts  to  failure. 

The  Communist  Party,  therefore,  cannot  successfully  fight  for 
working-class  unity,  cannot  successfully  combat  the  influence  of 
Social  Democracy  on  the  British  Labour  Movement,  without  a 
ceaseless  and  persistent  struggle  against  opportunism  and 
sectarianism  in  its  own  ranks. 

(4)  ConclusioG 

(a)  Today,  when  British  imperialism  is  in  deep  crisis,  and  when 
the  economic  roots  of  Social  Democracy  are  so  deeply  undermined, 
the  historic  task  is  posed  before  the  Communist  Party  of  defeating 
the  influence  of  Social  Democracy  on  the  British  working  class. 

{b)  This  needs  a  simultaneous  struggle  for  the  development  of 
working-class  unity  in  action  and  for  the  ideological  exposure  of 
Social  Democracy,  together  with  perservering  explanation  of 
Marxist-Leninist  principles. 

(c)  The  Communist  Party  does  not  compromise  on  its  principles, 
strives  to  raise  the  level  of  understanding  of  Marxism-Leninism  in 
its  own  ranks  and  in  the  whole  Labour  Movement.  But  at  the  same 
time  the  Communist  Party,  vanguard  of  the  working  class,  must 
maintain  its  deepest  roots  in  the  masses,  never  separate  itself  or 
isolate  itself  from  them,  and  lead  them  in  the  struggle  against 
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capitalism,  constantly  striving  to  lift  the  political  level  of  united 
action  and  the  political  level  of  theoretical  understanding. 

Above  all,  we  must  see  the  necessity  of  developing  the  struggle 
in  the  factories  and  the  organisations  of  the  Labour  Movement. 
And  it  is  in  the  factories  that  we  must  build  up  our  Communist 
Party  membership  and  organisation. 

The  fight  to  end  the  influence  of  Social  Democracy  in  the  British 
Labour  Movement  sharply  puts  before  the  British  Communists  the 
task  always  outlined  by  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Stalin,  the  task 
of  fighting  for  the  union  of  Socialism  with  the  mass  Labour 
Movement. 

Questions  for  Discussion 

1.  How  do  sectarianism  and  opportunism  in  the  ranks  of  the  Communist  Party 
hinder  the  fight  for  working-class  unity? 

2.  How  can  we  develop  the  fight  for  unity  at  the  same  time  as  we  intensify  our 
struggle  against  Social  Democracy? 

For  Further  Study 

Lenin :  Left-Wing  Communism. 

What  is  to  be  Done? 

Pollitt:  Communism  and  Labour. 

Fight  for  Peace  and  Working-Class  Unity. 

Peace  Depends  on  the  People. 

Communist  Information  Bureau :  Speech  and  Resolution  on  Working- 
Class  Unity.  November  1949. 

Mahon:  Working-Class  lenity  {Communist  Review,  September  1950). 


An  Essential  Weekly  for  every  active  Tarty  Member 

FOR  A  LASTING  PEACE, 

FOR  A  PEOPLE’S  DEMOCRACY 

The  Executive  Committee  draws  the  attention  of  all  comrades  to 
the  importance  of  the  weekly  journal  of  the  Communist  Information 
Bureau,  For  a  Lasting  Peace,  For  a  People’s  Democracy.  The 
journal  contains  articles  by  leading  Communists  throughout  the 
world  on  the  situation  and  policy  of  the  Communist  Parties  in  their 
countries,  and  on  the  general  strategy  of  the  working  class  in  the 
struggle  for  peace,  in  defence  of  living  standards,  and  for  Socialism. 
The  lessons  of  the  struggle  and  experience  of  the  workers  and 
Communist  Parties  in  other  countries  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
for  us,  and  this  journal  should  be  obligatory  reading  for  the  cadres 
and  active  members  of  our  Party. 

— From  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Communist  Party,  May  1950 
Sent  weekly  direct  from  Bucharest  to  any  address  in  Great  Britain 
for  3s.  3d.  for  three  months,  6s.  6d.  for  six  months,  13s.  for  a  year. 
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